"(42	RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
several years subsequently. Forbes relates, that "two Brahmans, whom
he (te,, Ragjioba Dada) sent as ambassadors to England, were on
their return to Hindustan, compelled to pass through the sacred Yoni,
or female Lingam, made of the finest gold. After performing this
ordeal,"* and making valuable presents to the Brahmans, they
were restored to the privileges of their caste, which they had lost, by
the impurities contracted in travelling through so many polluted
countries.** It would thus appear, that in those good old days, when
still under the rule of Brahman Sovereigns, the sin of crossing the
Kcdapani was not considered quite inexpiable, and the doctrine now
propounded—that a twice born person, who goes out on a sea-voyage,
cannot be admitted to the "privileges of his caste," even after a pen-
ance—was not the accepted doctrine of the people, and had not
the sanction of the then reigning Peshva.
As I have brought together so many instances in which the rigours
of existing rules appear to have been deliberately relaxed to a
great or less extent,"* it is right also to point out one or two
instances which, in some respects, may be said to present a different
appearance to the view. Thus there can be no doubt that the docu-
ments before fls ,show many instances of very early marriages in the
Peshva family."* Balaji Bajirav, for instance, was married when
he was 9 years old; Vishvasrav when he was 8; the elder Madhuvrav,
9; Narayanrav, 10; Sawai Madhavrav a little over 8. And this was
not merely the practice in the Peshva's family.1" We find from
a brief autobiographical sketch of Nana Fadanavis, that he was mar*-
ried when he was only 10 years old."* Again we find a record
the same interesting work, we learn, that Raghoba having gone from Surat to
Cambay by sea, "many- religious Brahmans and strict professors among the
high castes of Hindus, censured Raghoba for undertaking a voyage by sea,
in which they alleged he not only deviated from the established laws and
customs of his tribe, but thought he acted contrary to the divine injunction."
Forbes, Vol. II, p. 8. Those "religious Brahmans and strict professors.** would,
therefore, have condemned all their brethren, who for many vears past have
been voyaging up and down the Indian Coasts, from Ceylon to' Karachi. Their
condemnation was not confined, as that of their brethren of the present day
most illogically and baselessly is practically confined, to a voyage to Europe.
Raghoba travelled by sea more than once (See Narayanrav Peshva Bakhar
p. 13); and Shryaji went by sea to Bednore. See V. J. Vistara, Vol. IX, p. 132.
"4A writer in the V. J. Vistara, Vol. XI, p. 235, asserts it to be a well-
known fast that Raghoba's emissary Aba Kale was re-admitted to caste with-
out penance. As usual, no voucher for this well-known fact is adduced. It is
not a fact at all according to Forbes*s contemporary account
'"Compare also? generally, Chitnis's Life of Rajaram. I, ,pp. 58, 86; Grant
Duff, Vol. I, pp» 322, 373n.
ls'See inter alia Peshva Shakavali, pp. 5, 10, 14, 22, 33.
^See V, J. Vistara, Vol. IX, pp. 41. 51; Chitnis's Rajram, pp. 44, 52;
Ramfc Charitra, pp» 1, ^2l Marathi Samrajya Bafchar, p. 126, for some other
cases. A&4 see, generally, Hamilton's East Indies, Vol. I, p. 158; Ovington's
pp. 321-4; Fryer, p, 33; Forbes's Oriental Memoirs, VoL I, p. 73.
Memoranda Ac. fjK.L Saagraha) p, 34 It would seem that
this sketefi was not seen by Captain Robertson, Nana's biographer. The original
of the $cetch is said to have been taken to England by Mr. Brook; See
V* V. Khare's Life, p. 4. From Mr, Nigudkar*s Life of Parashuram Bhau Patvar-

